
 

Well folks, it's here! Back to School has arrived. Aspire is ready to go for another season. Our team, our facility & our 

programs are all better than ever and we just can't wait to welcome all of our students back! I have taken some time 

to write out some info relevant to September & October. Please have a read through and keep this newsletter for 

reference. Ready, set, let's do this!  

1st WEEK OF CLASSES INFO FOR IGNITE AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 

The IGNITE after school program starts today, September 4th. The shuttle service for IGNITE will start  Wednesday, 

September 5th. The 1st few days of classes for the IGNITE program will be a mix of classes and orientation activities. 

By Thursday/Friday students should be in full swing with their classes. Please send white runners for hip hop and the 

rest of their supplies will be handed out as they arrive. Please do not flood our staff with questions about uniforms 

and orders and other minor concerns that will get worked out at the beginning of the school year. If you ordered 

dancewear it will be handed out when it arrives. If you haven't ordered dancewear, you will need to check the parent 

handbook to see what your child needs and order it online https://www.aspirefinearts.com/shop . Your child will get a 

locker or cubby when we are ready to assign one. It is important that you give staff and students time to sort out 

things and settle in during the 1st couple of weeks. If you do have an important question or concern, email is best.  

 

Quick tip: IGNITE pick up time is the absolute busiest time at Aspire and the worst time to try to get your concerns 

addressed at the office or with a teacher. 5:15-5:45pm needs to be all about picking up your child and going home for 

supper. Our office is open Monday to Friday from 11-7pm and it will be much easier for us to give you the attention 

you deserve outside of the 'pick up rush'.  

 

Special note for Kindergarteners:  Kinders will not be able to take advantage of our shuttle service until after gradual 

entry but are encouraged to attend their classes. Kindergarten parents are welcome to use this gradual entry time to 

transition their child into our program. You can certainly bring your kinder to the 'bus stop' at regular dismissal time 

and put them on the bus to practice. Or, you can bring your kinder to Aspire and stay to watch a bit if your child needs 

this. It's all up to you.  We know starting kindergarten is a big thing and we will try our best to be supportive of your 

process so that each child has the best possible transition into our program. 

 

1st DAY OF CLASSES ALL OTHER PROGRAMS 

The first day of classes for all rec, competitive and private classes is Saturday, September 8th. If you have ordered 

dancewear, your order will be available for pick up at the office as of Saturday. When you come for class on your first 

day: 

1. You must have a signed liability waiver and a completed payment on file with the office to participate in classes. If 

you have not yet completed these forms, please come prepared to do so on your first day. You will need 10 cheques 

or a credit card.  

 

2.If you have ordered dancewear, your order will be available for pick up at the office as of Saturday. You can either 

pick up your order on your 1st day (come a little early) or beforehand.  

 

3. Look at the class schedule to find the location of your class. Studio 1 , 2, 3, 4 and the art room are all downstairs 

and studio 5, 6 and the piano room are upstairs. The doors are labelled for your convenience and there will be plenty 

of staff around to help.  

 

https://www.aspirefinearts.com/shop


4. Parents of young children are welcome to come into class on the 1st day if their child is feeling nervous or 

reluctant. You are welcome to come into the room, participate alongside your child and do whatever is needed to help 

your child feel comfortable on the 1st day.  

PRO D DAY CAMPS 

Aspire will host Super fun Pro-D Day camps again this year on all Surrey School District Pro- D Days. All of these 

Pro-D Days are listed in our calendar of events. The 1st one is Monday, September 24th.  Registration for ALL camps 

for the year will open online Friday September, 14th at 7pm.  Activities and pricing will be online on the 14th.  

DANCE WEAR ORDERS 

Aspire is a professional dance school and all dance classes have uniform requirements. Uniforms help us teach 

students respect, discipline and preparedness. Uniforms are for the safety of students, cleanliness of the studios, and 

give students a clean, modest look for class. To find out what your child needs for dance class please check our 

parent handbook. All items can be ordered online at discounted rates through our 

site. www.aspirefinearts.com/shop .   If you have already ordered dancewear, it will be available for pick up at the 

office as of Saturday September the 8th.  

OUR NEW APP! 

Did you know that Aspire has an app now? Our Aspire app can be downloaded from the play store or itunes for 

FREE! It is a useful tool to have on your smartphone for quick access to the following: 

- report your child's absence 

-log into your account to check your balance, see your schedule or add/change classes 

- access the calendar of events, uniform requirements and other parent handbook highlights 

-connect with us by email, phone or facebook 

-COMING SOON! eventually the app will also be a way for parents to communicate with teachers about class 

activities, progress and concerns. 

OUR NEW OFFICE HOURS 

We have extended our office hours to serve you better! The office is now staffed from 11-7pm Monday to Thursday 

and 11-6pm Fridays. If you need assistance from our office please email, call or visit us during office hours. If your 

child's class is outside of our regular office hours please don't hesitate to call or email us or drop by during office 

hours to make sure that we can help with whatever you need.  

OUR PARKING RULES 

Our building has tons of parking but it does get jammed up during the pick up rush and there are a few no no spots to 

be aware of too. The 5 spots out front are now designated as 'quick drop off' spots and vehicles should not be left 

longer than 10 minutes in these spaces.There is also some concern about the spot directly in front of the front door 

because when vehicles are parked there it can make the entrance really tight. If you do park right in front of the door 

please leave some space. After 5pm each day we are also free to use ALL of the spaces along the front of the 

building. There is also a large lot in the back and street parking in the back and on 65a that is always available. DO 

NOT PARK IN FRONT OF TILE TOWN OR ALONG THE SIDE OF OUR BUILDING. The neighbors have asked us 

multiple times not to allow parking on the north side of our building or in front of their  building and things do get 

heated when people park there. Let's keep our neighbors happy! Do not park on their property (which includes the 

side of our building).     

OUR FACEBOOK GROUP 

Aspire has a vibrant online community forum on facebook called Aspire Fine Arts Parents. I would like to welcome all 

of our new families to join this closed group https://www.facebook.com/groups/691964454268042/ .  

HALLOWEEN 

http://www.aspirefinearts.com/shop
https://www.facebook.com/groups/691964454268042/


October 31st falls on a Wednesday this year. Please be reminded that Aspire will close at 5:30pm on Halloween. 

Students may wear their halloween costumes to class on the 31st but are not required to. Teachers will have some 

treats and fun activities planned that day.  

SNACK SHOP CARDS 

Miss Carla's Snack Shop is intended as a convenient way for students to grab something to eat between classes and 

is an alternative to having vending machines at our studio. This year the snack shop has expanded to a second 

location upstairs. Both Snack Shop locations keep their fridges stocked with water and snacks for sale. To buy an 

item from the snack shop please bring it to the office to pay before you eat it. If you would like to allow your child 

to purchase food from the snack shop without a parent present you may buy a Snack Shop Card from the 

office or online through Miss Carla's Boutique. This pre-paid card is kept on file at the Snack Shop and 

enables your child to buy snacks without having to carry money. To buy Snack Shop items outside of office 

hours please fill out the form provided and put it into the box with your money. We will give the 'off hours snack shop 

honour system' another chance this year but if food keeps disappearing we will have to rethink. All profits from Miss 

Carla's Snack Shop are donated to Plan International.  No personal food is allowed in the fridges- zero exceptions, 

thank you.  

NO PMING STAFF 

With the start of a new year I would like to remind everyone that Aspire prefers all communication to go through the 

office. Just like you, our staff want to leave work at work and don't want to handle client messages on their personal 

phones. What may seem like a quick question here and there to you can quickly add up to a stressful number of 

notifications to our teachers when multiplied by 200 clients. The best way to get a prompt, accurate and professional 

response to a question is to call or email the office during office hours just like you would with any other business. If 

you love to use facebook messenger please feel free to message our business page but be aware; Aspire staff 

policy is to not allow private messaging between staff and clients. Thank you for your respect and understanding on 

this issue.      

COMPETITIVE DANCE PRIVATE LESSON STICKERS & MEETING DATE 

Quick update for competitive dancers. Private lessons start the week of September 9th. We have a new system for 

paying for and tracking private lessons. You will have to purchase stickers from the office. Each sticker represents a 

30min lesson and will have to be given to the teacher prior to each private lesson. We have a file at the front to keep 

sticker sheets. Ask the office for more info  if needed. Also, a reminder that we have our competitive parent meeting 

scheduled at the end of this month. The meeting is used to determine which events the teams will attend this year 

and to discuss fundraising. I have been asked to move the date of the meeting from the 21st to the 20th in light of the 

long weekend. This change will be confirmed on the Competitive FB group. All competitive dance team members 

are REQUIRED to be part of the Competitive Parents facebook group and must check the posts regularly 

because this is how the team communicates.  

MUSIC BOOKS AND ART SUPPLIES 

Music students will require music books for their lessons. Teachers will notify the office of exactly which books each 

student needs after an initial assessment. The office will email parents with this info and parents will be able to order 

and pay for the music books online through Miss Carla's Boutique www.aspirefinearts.com/shop .  Art students will 

have to purchase art supplies pack for the year as well. To keep costs down, art supplies are bought in bulk by the 

teachers and shared between classes. One 'Art Supply Pack' is required to be purchased for each student for each 

art class. Art Supply Packs are ordered online through the boutique as well.  

PHOTOS AND VIDEO FROM LAST YEAR 

Links to photos and recital videos were provided in the SUMMER UPDATE email that was sent out in August. These 

same links have since been updated to include missing photos and a better quality version of the video. Many thanks 

to the parents who have volunteered their time to create hard copy dvd's etc. of the recital for everyone. It's people 

like you who make our Aspire community a wonderful thing. :)  

LOST AND FOUND 

A grocery bag sized amount of belongings is left laying around Aspire by the end of each night. These things are 

collected up by Aspire staff and placed lovingly in the lost n found box located under the stairs in the main entrance. 

http://www.aspirefinearts.com/shop


Lost water bottles are displayed hopefully on the front stairs. Each month our staff will lay out the items in the box and 

take photos. The photos are posted on the facebook parents group and then bagged up with the date marked on it. If 

after another month the items from the bag are not claimed they must be sent to the donation bin. Please please 

please label your child's belongings and check the lost n found box regularly.  

STUDENT ASSISTANT PROGRAM 

I am offering a student assistant program this year for students ages 11yrs +. The student assistant program will 

eventually result in a student teaching certificate through 'International Dance Teaching Standards' plus a Student 

Teaching Certificate from Aspire. Everyone learns at a different pace and it could take more than one season to earn 

these certifications but once these certifications have been completed, students will be eligible for paid assisting 

work. For more information about this program and to register, please email the office attention: Miss Carla.  

 

So that should get us started! Best wishes to everyone this season! It is my vision to create a well respected school 

for fine arts education where students are not only receiving high caliber training but also being given opportunities to 

explore a variety of art forms so that they can find their passion and flourish in it. I am deeply grateful to all of you for 

your continued support of my dream. I am honoured to be part of this group and look forward to the year ahead. 

Miss Carla  

 


